
 
 
 
  

        Sunday         Monday     Tuesday   Wednesday             Thursday  Friday        Saturday 
      1 

Roadside 
Cleanup 

2 
9:00 Prayer 
gathering 
9:30 Worship 
10:36 Fellowship 
 

3 
 
6:00 Seeker 
Keepers 

4 
 
6:30 West MI 
Glass Club 
6:30 Karate 

5 
 

6 
 
5:00 Weight 
Watchers 
6:00 Karate 
6:30 OA 

7 OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 

 

8 

9  MOTHER’S 
    DAY 
9:00 Prayer 
gathering 
9:30 Worship  
10:36 Fellowship 

10 
 
6:00 Seeker 
Keepers 
7:00 Consistory, 
Elders and 
Deacons 

11 
10:00 Mobile 
Food Pantry 
 
6:30 Karate 
 

12 
 
 
4:30 Brownie 
Scouts 

13 
 

5:00 Weight 
Watchers 
6:00 Karate 
6:30 OA 

14 OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 

15 

16 
9:00 Prayer 
gathering 
9:30 Worship 
10:36 Fellowship 

17 
 
6:00 Seeker 
Keepers 
 

18 
 
6:30 Karate 
7:00 Stitch & 
Share 
 

19 
 
6:00 Special   
        Friends 
        Picnic 

20 Newsletter Deadline 
 
5:00 Weight 
Watchers 
6:00 Karate 
6:30 OA 

21 OFFICE CLOSED 

 
6:00 
Scrapbooking/ 
Craft Night 

22 

23 
9:00 Prayer 
gathering 
9:30 Worship  
10:36 Fellowship 

24 
 
 
6:00 Seeker 
Keepers 
 

25 
 
 
6:30 Karate 
 

26 
 
 
4:30 Brownie 
Scouts 

27 
5:00 Weight 
Watchers 
6:00 Karate 
6:30 OA 

28 29 

30 
9:00 Prayer 
gathering 
9:30 Worship  
10:36 Fellowship 
 

31      

 



     

       5 Carey Taylor 
     Stacey Lillibridge 
    6 Jaimie Spoelman 
    10 Samantha Spoelman 
    11 Kelly Spoelman 
     Eunice Speet 
     Nathan Dixon  
    12 Pat Grossenbacher 
    13 Alma Bouwman 
     Ben Rosel 
     Carl Beiser 
      16 Sam Carnahan 
    18 Shane Peters 
     Scott Veldman  
    20 Richard Taylor 
     Barbara Metten  
    21 Wendy Maxwell    

  22 Lorie Bennink 
     Hermie Kooima 
     Shane Feikema 
     Dave Lempke  
    23 Megan Snyder 
    27 Doug Smith 
    28 Brian Cheadle 
    31 Shea Anderson 
     Art Thiss 
     Megan Meindertsma 
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COMMUNICATION 

 
I recently came across some research that was done on communication.  In the research, it was 

discovered that in person-to-person communication, 55% of what is communicated comes through body 
language, 38% through the tone in which it is said, and only 7% in the words that are used.  In a phone 
conversation, where body language can’t enter in, what is said through the words alone jumps only 
slightly to 16%.  When using email, the research found that words alone communicate less than 7%.  
Much of communication is left for interpretation. 

 
We live in a culture that uses email, text messaging and other forms of instant, word only messaging.  

We use less and less the verbal communication.  That means that we are allowing for increasing 
interpretation on the part of those who are receiving the communication and there is less opportunity for 
questions in conversation. 

 
Recently, a parent shared a story with me regarding text messages.  With the family in a few different 

places on a particular day, one child had the cell phone designated for use by the children.  When another 
child was going to stay with friends, one parent gave their cell phone to that child with the instruction to 
call when it was time to be picked up.  The first child, using the phone designated for children, sent a text 
message to the parents asking if he should pick up some pizza on the way home.  The child received a 
“Yes” text back.  The text came from a parent’s phone so the child came home with pizza.  The thing is, 
it wasn’t a parent who said, “Yes;” it was the other child who had the parent’s phone. 

 
There are many times when email communication will work well in our life together as a 

congregation.  There are times when it may not be the best way to communicate.  There have been 
several times where I have been unsure of what the sender of an email is trying to communicate.  Usually 
when this happens, I will try to reach the person by phone so I can have verbal conversation.  If it isn’t 
urgent and I will be seeing the person soon, I will speak with him or her when I see that person next. 

 
Communication is a difficult topic to broach.  I am not perfect in my communication and I cannot 

offer a solution that leads to perfect communication.  As I was told the research I cited at the beginning 
of this article, I found myself thinking about email.  If something is unclear or if what is stated in an 
email can be interpreted in more than one way, verbal communication is the better way to go.  I have 
always been happy I followed up with a phone call on an email where I wasn’t sure what I should 
understand.  I hope we can do that in our life as a congregation. 
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Free Aging and Dementia seminars are being offered at Sunset Retirement 
Community on May 13 at 10AM or at 6PM.  Do you suspect that you or a loved one 
has a form of dementia?  This seminar wil l discuss the basic concepts of dementia 
– is it  aging or dementia, severity, r isk and genetic factors.  Presenters are Mark 
DeVries, PhD, and Louis Nykamp, MD of Pine Rest Christian Mental Health 
Services.  Seating is l imited.  Call 457-2770, ext 1109, or email 
                                          for location details and reservations. 
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